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Comparative Essay 

Purpose 
· To analyse how ideas, perspectives, and values are represented in texts and how they are received by audiences 
· To analyse and compare texts, through the identification of the structural, conventional, and language and stylistic features used by authors 
· [image: Of Mice and Men - Wikipedia]To learn how to use evidence to develop, support, and justify a critical interpretation of a text 

Assessment Task Description 
Select an essay question from the following options and respond to the question in approximately 1000 words. 

1. Compare Steinbeck’s depiction of women in his two novellas Of Mice and Men and The Pearl. 
2. Compare the ways Steinbeck explores the idea of dreams in his two novellas Of Mice and Men and The Pearl? 
3. Compare the ways in which Steinbeck illustrates loneliness and isolation in his two novellas Of Mice and Men and The Pearl. 
4. Compare the ways Steinbeck critiques society in his two novellas Of Mice and Men and The Pearl? 
5. Compare the ways Steinbeck uses symbolism to explore ideas in in his two novellas Of Mice and Men and The Pearl? 
6. Negotiate a question.

Make sure you:
· Use appropriate textual references/evidence to support your response such as direct quotes, specific references to events and what characters say and do
· Use the formal structural conventions of a critical essay
· Use fluent and precise language with the appropriate form and register




Assessment Criteria 

Knowledge and Understanding 
The specific features are as follows: 
1. KU1 Knowledge and understanding of ideas and perspectives explored in texts. 
2. KU2 Knowledge and understanding of language features, stylistic features, and conventions to make meaning. 
3. KU3 Knowledge and understanding of ways in which texts are created for a range of purposes and audiences. 

Analysis 
The specific features are as follows: 
1. An1 Analysis of the relationship between purpose, audience, and context, and how they shape meaning. 
2. An2 Analysis of how language features, stylistic features, and conventions are interpreted by readers. 

Application 
The specific features are as follows: 
1. Ap1 Precision, fluency, and coherence of writing and speaking. 
2. Ap3 Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated in responses. 



Assessment Rubric 

	
	Knowledge & Understanding
	Analysis 
	Application 

	A 

	Detailed knowledge and understanding of ideas and perspectives explored in a diverse range of texts. 

Extensive knowledge and understanding of the variety of language features, stylistic features, and conventions authors use to make meaning. 

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of ways in which texts are created for a range of purposes and audiences. 
	Perceptive evaluation of the complex relationship between purpose, audience, and context and how they shape meaning. 

Insightful analysis of how language features, stylistic features, and conventions combine to influence readers in various text types. 

	Fluent and precise writing and speaking. 

Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references integrated into responses. 


	B
	Knowledge and understanding of ideas and perspectives explored in a range of texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of a range of language features, stylistic features, and conventions authors use to make meaning. 

Knowledge and understanding of ways in which texts are created for a range of purposes and audiences. 

	Effective analysis of the relationship between purpose, audience, and context and how they shape meaning. 

Analysis of how language features, stylistic features, and conventions influence readers in various text types. 

	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking. 

Accurate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated fluently in responses. 


	C 

	Knowledge and understanding of ideas and some perspectives explored in a range of texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of some language features, stylistic features, and conventions authors use to make meaning.
 
Knowledge and understanding of ways in which texts are created for familiar purposes and audiences. 

	Description, with some analysis of purpose, audience, and context and how they shape meaning. 

Description, with some analysis, of how language features, stylistic features, and conventions influence readers in some text types. 

	Generally fluent and accurate writing and speaking. 

Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with some textual references incorporated in responses. 
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